POST OFFICE, IRELAND. 



RETURNS to several Orders of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 2S March 1836 



A RETURN showing any Aitehations which have been made in the Post Office Department 
of Irelaiid, since the 5th January 1831, whereby a Saving of Expenditure Las been effected, either 
by a Redaction in the Number of Officers, or in the Amount of Salaries; distinguishing the 
paiticular Branches of the Department where such Savings liave been made, if any. 

-( 30 - 

A RETURN of all Post Towns and Post Communications that have been Created or Reduced 
in Ireland since 5th January 1831. 

-( 30 - 

A RETURN of all Offices 'or Situations which have been Created since the 5th January 1831, 
in the General Post Office, Dublin. 



-( 40 - 

A RETURN showing any Measures adopted for the Improvement of the System of Management 
in the General Post Office, Dublin, which have been carried into effect since 5th January 1831 ; 
distinguishing the Office where such Measures have been adopted. 

— ( 50 - 

A COMPARATIVE RETURN of the Amount of Balances in the Hands of the Deputy 
Postmasters of Jrcfajiti, on the 5th January 1829, 1830, 1831 and 1836; showing, in separate 
Columns, the Amount of Instalments of Postage which each Postmaster should have remitted 
at each respective period, and the Number of Instalments Due by each Deputy Postmaster 
respectively on 5th January 1829, 1830, 1831 and 1836. 



-( 80 - 



A RETURN of the Amount of the Gross Revenue of the Post Office of England, Ireland and 
Scuttand, for the Years ending 5th January 1831 and 1836. 



-(TO — 

A RETURN of the Post Towns iu Ireland of which the Postmasters were Dismissed as 
Defaulters during the Years 1831, 1832, 1833, 1834 and 1835; distinguishing those Dismissed 
in each Year, with the Names of the Parties Dismissed. 

— (sO— 

'A RETURN showing the Names or Description of all Books, Papers and Vouchers belonging 
to the Post Office, Dublin, Sold fay Auction, or otherwise Disposed of, in the Year 1831 ; 
distinguishing the Number of Books from the Vouchers, specifying whether Sold by Weight, or 
otherwise, to whom Sold, the Amount produced, and by whose Authority the same were disposed 
of. 



(Mr. Wallace.) 



Ordered, hy The House of Commons, to be FrhUed, 

11 May 1836. 
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RETURNS RELATING TO THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, IRELAND. 



-(!.)- 

RETURN showing any Altebaiiojts which have been made in the Post Obsice Departmeht of Jre&nd since 
5th January 1831, whereby a Saving of Expenditure has been effected, either by a Reduction in the Number of 
Officers, or in the Amount of Salaries ; distinguishing the particular Branches of the Department where such 
Savings have been made. 





At 5 January 1831. 


At 5 Januaxj 1836. | 


Amount 
of Saving per 
Annum. 


Amonot 




PersoM. 


Salaries. 


Persons. 


Salaries. 


Annum, 


Postmaster-general - 


1 


£. s. d. 
1,384 12 4 




£. «. d. 


£. s. d. 
1,384 12 4 


£■ i. d. 


Secretary’s Office 7 * “ 


6 


2,367 8 - 


6 


ii590 - - 


777 8 - 


— 


Receiver-general’s Office 


3 


840 8 - 


3 


720 - - 


120 8 - 


— 


Accountant-general and Letter 
Bill Office - - - - 


6 


1,083 17 4 


7 


1,170 - - 


. 


86 2 3 


Dead Letter Office - - - 


6 


744 5 - 


7 


1,040 - - 


- 


295 »5 - 


Surveyors (with 24 s. per day, and 
11 a. per mile when travelling) - 


4 


664 13 - 


3 


276 19 - 


387 14 - 




Extra Surveyors (with 54 s'. per day, 
and \id. per mile when travel- 
ling), now reduced to 20s. per 
day, and 8 d. per mile 






1 


70 - - 




70 - - 


Mail Coach Office - - . 


3 


575 - 4 


3 


300 - 


275 - 4 


_ 


Solicitor ----- 


1 


92 6 4 


1 


92 6 4 




_ 


Surgeon ----- 


I 


92 6 4 


- 


92 6 4 


— 


Inland Office, including Alphabet, 
British Mtul Office and Penny 
Post ----- 


61 


7,525 - 4 


32 


s.igo - - 


2,335 - 4 




Messengers and Stampers • 


11 


433 19 - 


8 




. 


119 »7 - 


Labourers, Porters, &c. 


7 


266 8 - 


6 


246 6 - 


20 2 - 




Inspector of Letter Carriers 


1 


92 6 4 


2 


250 - - 


- 


157 13 8 


Letter Carriers - - - - 


132 


5 j 058 1 8 


89 


4,219 i6 - 


838 5 8 


— 


Mail Guards - » - - 


85 


2,958 l6 - 


83 

1 


2,854 16 - 


104 - - 


_ 


Housekeeper - 


1 


92 6 4 


92 6 4 


— 


— 


House Servants - 


8 


221 12 ~ 


6 






_ 


"Writing Office - 


1 


92 6 4 


- 


- 


92 6 4 


— 


Collector of Ship Letters 


1 






. 







Registry Office Clerk - - - 


1 


64 12 4 


- 


- 


64 12 4 


— 


Allowances for extra Duty on In- 
cidents • - - - - 




533 15 1 


_ 


. . . 


533 15 1 


_ 


Allowances for Tenths to Receiving 
Houses ----- 




222 9 11 






222 9 11 




Salaries to Receiving Houses 


. 




_ 




199 2 - 


— 


Salaries paid on Incidents - 


- 


604 13 4 


- 




604 13 4 


— 


Salaries to Packet Agents at Howth, 
Dunmore and Kingstown - 


3 


•239 4 8 




. . . 


239 4 8 


- 


Salary to Labourer in trust - 




- 


1 


80 - - 


- 


80 - - 


CompensadoDs to Clerks of Roads 
(to cease with the lives of the 
present holders) 


. 


. . . 




969 - - 


■ 


- 




'345 


- - ■ 


259 


- - ■ 


8,401 16 8 


1,778 8 4 




Deduct Increase 
Actual Saving 


. . 


- £. 


1,778 8 4 
6,623 S 4 


. 



Accountant-general’s Office,"] 

General Post Office, Dublin, I Anthony Lyst^* 

C April 1836. J 
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returns relating to the GBNERA.L POST OFFICE, IRELAND. $ 



-( 2 .)- 



RETURN of all Post Towks and Post Communicatiohs that have been Created or Reduced 
in Ireland since 5th January 1831. 



Post Towns Reduced to Sub-Offices. 



Ardglass. 

Arva. 

Askeaton. 

Athenry. 

Athleague. 

BalHn^ill- 

Ballyclare. 

Ballymoe. 

Ballymore. 

BalUnahiDcl). 

Ballyragget. 

Bellaghy. 

Blackwater Town. 

Broadway. 

Broughshane. 

Burrin. 

Burrosoleigh. 

Cahirconlish. 

Carlingford. 

Carnew. 

Castlederg. 

Castletown-roche. 

Churchill. 



Abheyfeale. 

Ballyhaunis. 

Ballylongford. 

Bellnmllet. 

Csshcarrigan. 

Castleisland. 



Clane. 

Clonegal. 

ColehUl. 

Collon. 

, (Cong. 

Croorae. 

Crossmolina. 

Dervock. 

Drumcree. 

Dunamanagh. 

Dungloe. 

Dunlavin. 

Dunmanway. 

Dunmore. 

Dunmore East. 

Ferbane. 

Fethard. 

Fintona. 

Fivemiletown. 

Florence Court. 

Forklull. 

Foxford. 



Clifden. 
Clonaslie. 
Dcomahair. 
Hacketstown. 
, Readue. 



Geashell. 

Glasslough. 

Glenarm. 

Glenavy. 

Golden. 

Graig. 

Innistiogue. 

Kilconnell. 

Killinchy. 

Killougb. 

Kiliucan. 

Killynaule. 

IGlrea. 

Kinnety. 

Kinvara. 

Kircubbin. 

Lanesborough. 

Louth. 

Malahide. 

Mil town. 
Mount Talbot. 
Moynalty. 



Knocktopher. 

Monivae. 

Myshall. 

Oulart. 

Outerard. 



Narin. 

Newbirmingham. 

Newbliss. 

Newport (Mayo.) 
Newtown Hamilton. 
Nobber. 
Pallasgreen. 
Pallaskenry. 
Passage West. 
Portlaw. 

Rich HiU. 

Ruaky. 

Saintfield. 

Scariff. 

Scrabby. 
Shanagolden. 
Strangford. 
Sommephill, 
Tootne. 

Tulla. 

Tulsk. 

Valentia. 




Rathlacken. 

Swanlinbar. 

Tempo. 

Tramore. 



Post Towns Reduced to Penne Post's. 



Broadford. 

Clashmore. 



New Communications. 

GeneroL Offices Eiiablislud. 

Ardralian. 

Sub-Offices Established. 

Coachford. Killinardish, 

Crookstown. Killeagh. 



Fenny Post Offites Established. 



Annahilt. 

Annamoe. 

Annascall. 

Ardagh. 

Ardfert. 

Artlclavc. 

Augher. 

Ballisodare. 

Balia. 

Ballicarry. 

Ballilinan. 

Ballinacally, 

Ballinamallard. 

Ballinamore Bridge. 

Bellintra. 

Ballycastle (Mayo). 
Ballycarny. 
Ballycumber. 
Ballydehob. 

260. 



Ballybrack. 
Ballyhigue. 
Ballykdly. 
Ballymore Eustace. 
Bansha. 

Bannow. 

Barringston Bridge. 
Beleek. 

Belrath. 

Beragh. 

Blackrock (Cork.) 
Black Lion. 
Blenerville. 
Booterstown. 
Borris. 

Bridgetown. 
Bundoran. 
Bunmation. 
Butler’s Bridge. 



Ballymascanlon. 

Boherguill. 

Castletown G. 

Cappawhite. 

Catrick. 

Carrigaline. 

Carrigallen. 

Carrigans. 

Carrigtuohill. 

Castle Lyons. 

Cecilstown. 

Clady. 

Claregalway. 

ClifFoney. 

Clonmellon. 

Clough (Antrim.) 

Coagb. 

Corundalla. 

Convoy. 



Coolany. 

Crookshaven. 

Crossgar. 

Crossmaglen. 

Culdaff 

Castle Caulheld. 
Causeway. 

Carney. 

Dalkey. 

Donaghmorc. 

Douglass. 

I Dromore. 
Drumcolloher. 
Drumconra. 
Drumkcerin. 
Drumquin. 
Drumshambo. 

Duleek. 

Duncannon. 

(conftnuerf) 
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RETURNS RELATING TO THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, IRELAND 



Dunmurry. 

Derrygocnelly. 

Enniskean. 

Enniskeriy. 

Fahan. 

Falcarrow. 

Fenagli. 

Finea. 

Glaneely. 

Glanmire. 

GInsson. 

Glenties. 

Golden Ball. 
Gortin, 

Graceliiil. 
Inniscarra. • 
Juliaostown. 
Kells (Antrim.) 
Kells (Kilkenny.) 
Kilfinan. 

Kilkee. 

Killilea. 



Killygordon. 


Mountfield. 


Killorglin. 


Moycullen. 


Kilmain. 


MnfF. 


Kiltegan. 


Muff" (Donegal.) 


Kyle. 


Multifarnhain. 


Labasbeeda. 


Mylough. 


I.awrencetown. 


Newbridge. 


Licarrow. 


Newcastle. 


Lifford. 


Newtown Butler. 


Lisbellaw. 


Newtown Cunningham. 


Loughlin. 


O’Brien’s Bridge. 


Lorrha. 


Patrick’s Well. 


Lowtown. 


Pettigo. 


Magiiiresbridge. 


Pomeroy. 


Malin. 


Portrush. 


Manor Cunningham. 


Port Stewart. 


Middletown. 


Poyntz Pass. 


Milford. 


Quigley’s Point. 


Miltown. 


Quinn. 


Monkstown. 


Ratlimullcn. 


Mountcharles. 


Richmond Harbour. 


Mountnorris. 


Roundstone. 




Dublin and Celbridge. 
Dublin and Kilkenny. 



Ballymabon and Atblone - lo 
Bollyshannon and Donegal 
Carrick-on-Shannon and 
Ballinamore - ~ 14 

Castletowiidelvin and Cas- 
tlepollard - . . 8 

Clogneen and Cappoquin 14 
Clogher and Tempo - 10 
Clonmel and Limerick - 37 



Mail Coaches. 

Gahray and Limerick. 
Galway and Tuatn. 



Mail Cars. 

Clonmel and Waterford - 23 

Comber and Belfast - 7 

Dublin and Bray - - 10 

Dublin and Kingstown - 5^ 
Derry and Dungiven - 16 

Dundalk & Carrickmacross 12^ 
Enniscortby and Kyle. 
Eyrecourt and Portumna - 
Frenchparlc and Castlerea 7 



W'aterford and Youghall. 



Kilkenny and Thuries - 255 
Kinsale and Bandon - 
Kish and Pettigo - - 5 

Maryborough & Kilkenny 24^ 
Monaghan and Newry • 28 
Mullingar and Kilbeggan - i2 
Bathcormack and Castle- 
martyr - - . i6f 



Horse Posts. 

Leighlinbridge and Graig - - igg | Limerick and Tulla, 

Loughrea and Ardrahan. j Slane and Collon. 



Ahascragb andMount Tal- 
bot - - - -10 

Antrim and Kells - - 

Ardee and Drumconra • 4 
Ashbourne and Belrath - 64 
Ashford and Glaneely - 3 
Atliboy and Clonroellon - 4 
Athboy and Trim - - 6 

Athy and Ballilinan - 3 

Ballyglass and Balia - 4 
Ballymenagh and Clough 6 
Ballymena and Gracehill - 2 
Bandon and Timoleague - g 
Ballymote and Tobbercurry 8 
Baltinglass and Stratford - 5^ 
Burrosokane and.Lorrha • 6 
Ballyshannon and Bundoran 3 
Belturbet and Cavan - 7 
Caherciveen and Ballybrack 8 
Cam and Malin - - 3 

Cam and Strald - - 6 

CajTickmacross and Sher- 
cock - ... 6 

Carrick-on-Shaanoii and 
Drutnkeerin - . 15 

Carrick-on-Shannon and 
Drutnsbambo - .7 



Foot Posts. 

Castleconnell & O'Brien’s 
Bridge - - - 2 

Castlewellan ami Newcastle 3§ 

Castleblakeney & Mylough 5 
Castletowndelvin and Ath- 
boy - - - -6 

Charleville and Drumcol- 
loher - - • , “8^ 

Claremorris and Ballyhaunis 9 
Clones and Newtown Butler 5 
Coleraine and Articlave - 3 
Coleraine and Portrush - 
Collooney and Coolany - 5 
Comber and Saintfield - 6 
Cork and Carrigtuoliill - ,7 
Cork and Carngaline - 5 

Derry and Muff - - 54- 

Derry and Newton Cun- 
ningham • - ’7^ 

Derry and St. John’s Town 6* 
Down and Crossgar - 6 
Drogheda and Termonfe- . 

chin - 2 

Dundalk and Ballymas- 
canton - - -3 

Dundalk and Crossmaglen 8 
Dunfanaghy and Falcarrow 6 



Dungannon and Omagh 21 
Edgeworthstown and Ar- 
magh - - - - 4 

Enniskillen and Fintona • 16 
Enniskillen and Derry gon- 
nelly - - 7 

Granai'd and Finea - - 4 

Hilsborough and Annahilt 3 
Hollymou'nt and KOmain 5 
Kenmare and Sneem • - 14 
Killinardish and Crooks- 
town - - - 4 

Kiliesandra and Ballina- 
more - - - - 1 3 

Killybegs and Carrick - 8 
Kilmactbomas and Bun- 
mahon - - - 4 

Kilmallock and Kilfinan ■ 5 
Kilrush and Kilkee - * 

Kingscourt and Bailybo- 
rough - - - 5 

Limerick and Barringstoh 
- Bridge • - - 6 

Lisburn and Dunmurry • 3 
Loughbrickland & Poynt? 

Pass - - - * 3 

Mallow and Cecilstown ■ 5 
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Market Hill and Mount- 
noiTis 

Monaghan and Smitlibo- 
rough ^ ’ I * ^ 

Moneymore and Coagti - 3 
Moville and CuldafF - 8 
Mullingar and Multifarnbam. 
Newiuarket-on-Fergus and 
Quin - - ’ j " '*■ 

Newtown Mount Kennedy 
and Annamoe - - 7 

Passage West and Monks- 
towji - • “ ■ 

Patrick’s Well and Croome 
Omagh and Dromore - 8 



Omagh and Druraquin • 7 
Omagh and Gortin - '7 

Omagh and Mountfield - 5J 
Ranselton and Uathnaullen 5 
Ramelton and Tamney - 12 
Raphoe and Convoy - 2f 
Rathcorinac and Castle 
Lyons - - - 2 

Rathdrum and Newbridge 5 
Rosscarberry and Union 
Hall .. . - - 5 

Skibbereen & Crookhaven so 
Strabane and Lifford - 1 
Strabane and Manor Cun- 
ningham - - - 6 



Swords and Rush - * 

Taghmon and Bannow - 6 
Templemore and Temple- 
tuohy - - .4. 

Thomastown and Kells - to 
Tipperary and Cappawhite 7^ 
Tipperary and Lowtown - 8 
Trtuee and Ballyheigue - 14 
Tralee and Spa - * 3 

Tuam and Coruudulla - 5 
Tuam and Miltown - - 6 

Tynan and Middletown - 2 
Wexford and Bridgetown 8 

Aug. Godby. 



A RETURN of Offices 



-( 3 .)- 

Situations which have been Created since 5 January 1831 in the 
General Post Office, DuhliTi. 



One Assistant Surveyor 

One Deputy Inspector of Mail Coaches f . 

One Labourer in trust. 



One Clerk in the Accountant-general’s Office, 
One Clerk in the Dead Letter Office. 

One Deputy Inspector of Letter Carriers. 



* The two extra Surveyors were abolished in 1831. In 1834, when the regular Surveyors were 
reduced from four to three, and Ireland divided into three instead of four districts, one extra or 
Assistant Surveyor was appointed, at reduced salary and travelling allowances, 
t Appointed in 1835, in lieu of the Superintendent, whose office was abolished in 1831. 



General Post Office, Dublin, 
15 April 1836. J 



Aug, Gcdby. 



-( 4 .)- 

A RETURN showing any Measures adopted for the Improvement of the System of Management 
in the General Post Office, Dublin, which have been carried into efect since 5th January 
1S31 ; distinguisbbg the Office where such Measures have been adopted. 



SECBETAnv’s Office. 

THE whole of the correspondence of the department (excepting on mail coach business) with Post- 
masters, and with the public has been brought into the Secretary’s Office, and thus the Secretary 
has official knowledge of every circumstance referred to it. Formerly the heads of the different 
offices corresponded with Postmasters, levied fines against them, and authorized incidental claims; 
but a fine cannot now be struck against any Deputy-postmaster or other officer without the special 
order of tlie Postmaster-general, and all incidental claims are first signed by the Surveyor of the 
district, and then examined by the Secretary before they are allowed. 

The remittances received from Postmasters are uniformly acknowledged on the day of arrival, 
instead of the following day, as was frequently the practice ; all these acknowledgments are signed 
by the Secretary in place of the Remittance-clerk, and the Secretary daily compares the entries 
with the acknowledgments, and sees that every remittance has been signed for by the Receiver- 
general, to whom it is paid over. 

A weekly return of each Postmaster’s account, as far as an account current can be shown, being 
prepared by the Accountant-general and submitted to the Secretary, defaulters are peremptorily 
called upon to pay the balances due, and failing to do so, on the first application, the Solicitor is next 
directed to apply to them, and, in t!ie case of habitual defaulters, to their sureties also ; and. this is 
done at the expense of the Postmasters. In this manner the sums due are comparatively small, and 
the sureties are proportionably protected, as, when the Solicitor’s effects are ineffectual, the Post- 
master-general is apprised of the steps taken, and dismission invariably follows a report of one who 
has been incorrigibly irregular. The produce and disbursements of every office are more frequently 
calculated, in order that the average instalment may be as near the net revenue as possible, and 
tending to diminish arrears and responsibility of sureties. 

Instead of a Clerk of the Minutes being in the Secretary’s Office, whose duty it was to enter the 
heads of all impoi-tant letters for the information of the Postmaster-general, and, under the direction 
of the Secretary^ to prepare orders upon them for their Lordships’ sanction, these formal minutes 
have been abrogated, and all letters or applications which require the decision of the Postmaster- 
general, are submitted by the Secretary (through the Secretary in London), with his opinion in full, 
and in a separate report on each case, he first having referred it, when necessary, to tlie subordinate 
officer whose province it may affect. These applications, either from Postmasters, commercial 
bodies, or country gentlemen, are generally referred to the Surveyors of the respective districts, 
and their reports invariably accompany the Secretary’s, so that the Postmaster-general has before 
him the opinion of all the officers to whom the subject relates before he decides. 

The Surveyors may be termed a distant portion or outwork of the Secretary's Office; they act 
under the control of the Secretary, but they have each a particular district in which they can travel 
at their discretion, provided they have duty to require their attendance ; and every month they are 
obliged to give, in detail, journals of their proceedings. These are strictly examined by the Secre- 
tary, who lias thus constantly phaced before him the whole M'orking of the ma^inery of the department ; 

ado. A3 as 
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EETURNS RELATING TO THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, IRELAND 

as the Surveyors have the management of all the mail-cars and horse and foot posts of each 
they also give a monthly report. Surveyors constantly correspond with Postmasters in thei ? 
and Mail Contractors and others on official subjects ; but any new proposition or formidaW^'"^^'^'^^' 
laricy they must and do submit to the Secretary, who brings them under the notice of the Pn ^ 
general. The former system was to apportion a part of Ireland to each Surveyor • but h 

confined to a particular district, and he had not the immediate management of tliep'osts or 

which were sent daily to Dublin, and examined in the Mail-coach Office; neither had g 
authoiity to travel without the Secretaiy’s order; and they were therefore far less 
responsibly employed tlian at present, where they are desired and expected to point out a ^ 
for every substantial inconvenience in the post communications, and to suggest improveme^r**'^^ 
well as to maintain discipline throughout their districts in the conduct of the several offices d ^ 
the regularity and management of the mail conveyances. ' 

The former system was to place the horse-posts and mail-cars in the hands, almost exclusivol 
Postmasters, at a certain rate of payment throughout the country, without opening them f 
petition. The Suiweyors now make inquiry, and report the lowest terms tliey can. obtain°*wvT 
report is submitted to the Postmaster-general ; and no contract is made without the special auth 
ri^ of his Lordship, and the most advantageous terms for the public each case will admit are th'°°* 
fore obtained. This practice has led to a superior mode of conveyance, by the very general ‘ 
duction of two-wheeled vehicles on the cross lines : all subletting, which was previouSy permkted' 
is wholly prohibited ; and the surveyors are responsible that all allowances for conveyances as well 
as every other payment Postmasters are ordei-ed to make, are bond fide applied to the nurnoses fni- 
which they are granted. Although they negociate the contracts, yet none can be ratified until suli 
miUed to the Postoaster genera), with a report of the grounds on which the Surveyor forms hi« 
opinion of the eligibility of such as he recommends. ^ 

All the principal towns in Ireland have Leiter-carriei-s paid out of the revenue, who deliver 
letters, on all arrivals of the mails, to the inhabitants free of expense, instead of the former mode of 
allowing Postmasters to employ persons for this duty, and to charge a fee for tlie delivery as in 
Dublin only were any official carriers. Thus the inhabitants are relieved from a tax more authorized 
by custom than by law, accommodation is extended, and many letters are delivered which were 
previously returned. 

The whole check on stationery, binding, printing, stamps and mail bags, &c., is now in the Secte 
tary's Office : formerly it was spread over the different offices, All orders are given by the authority 
alone of the Secretary, and all accounts compared subsequently with the orders ; the articles too are 
exclusively issued from the Secretary’s Office, after being compared with the orders for suuplv 
The reduction in the contracts for stamps and mail-bags has been very considerable. 

Much of the duty for which the Solicitor was paid is now performed in the Secretary’s Office • and 
in place of his corresponding, for information as to the solvency of proposed sureties for a’new 
Clerk or Postmaster, all the necessary certificates are obtained previously, and sent to him, whose 
duty afterwards is simply to prepare a bond ; nor is he required to apply to sureties in case of 
defaulters, until ample notice has been given to the parties ; his bills of costs have consequently been 
very much reduced. ^ ^ 

Tlie Secretary daily examines a report of the proceedings of the inland department, which he 
personally inspects frequently, and issues orders to it daily, as required, respecting alterations or 
improvements. Neither in it nor in any oUier office can a Clerk be suspended without the order of 
the Secretary, and the case being submitted to the Postmaster-general. 

The number of missing letters and newspapers have decreased; and as I't is known that, upon 
every application respecting the loss of a letter, the strictest examination is made, and a record 
kept of the names of every Clerk, Postmaster and Letter-carrier, through whose hands, in regular 
coui-se, It should have passed, more care and anxiety to avoid in-egularity may have been induced. 

1 bus, as may probably appear from the preceding observations, the Secretary’s Office is the main- 
spring of the department, both in Dublin and throughout the country; it is the sole medium of com- 
muniMtion, on official subjects, between the Postmaster-general and his officers. Looking at the num- 
her of new offices established, new communications opened, extension of free delivery round Dublin, 
the general acceleration ot the mails the more quick circulation of letters by cross posts, the supe- 
rior conveyances, and both the reduction of the Postmaster’s balances, and 'of the general expense of 
manag^ent mr the period which the return to which these observations refer embraces, it is 
respectfully submitted that a just idea may be formed whctlier the time has been mis-spent. 

19 April 1836. ■ 



The following Alterations and Improvements have been made in the Receiver-general’s Office 
since 5 January 1831. 

are obliged to pay tlie whole amount of their charge into the Receiver- 
general s Office every second day ; when any Carrier is in arrear, he is reported to the Secretary 
on the evenmg ot the same day. No money is received on account from any Letter-carrier; for- 
merly the arrear due by Letter-carriers, from the practice of receiving money on account, varied 
from 50 1. to 200 1 . per week. ® ^ 

.U sum received from_ the Carriers is lodged in the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of 

the Postmaster-general, on the following day ; formerly the lodgments were made weekly, and there 
week the head of “ Silver not lodged,” amounting sometimes from lOoL to 900 1 . per 

3. The^ whole amouw of postage received in the Alphabet Office is paid every second day into 
the Receiver-general’s Office, no money being received from this office on account, from which 
formerly an arrear arose varying from 200/. to 1,100 Z. per week. 

4. 'The remittances received from the Secretary’s Office are acknowledged by the Receiver- 
general, and entered m the cash book daily, and not weekly as heretofore. 

5. Ihe Money Order Office paj’s each day the whole amount of the money orders remitted by 

^uty Postmasters whereas the former practice was to pay sums on account weekly. 

ft w£« the practice, when a warrant was signed by the Postmaster-general for the payment of 
me severa establishments of the Post-office, wherein payments were to be made to sundry persons, 
such as planes, mileage, &c., for the Receiver-general to draw the whole amount of each warrant 
in one cheque, and place it to the credit of his own private account, paying the parries to whom 
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-• n<! ^ere due by private cheques on that accouot. No public money whatever is now drawn by 
portions for the credit of his own private account, but separate cheques are drawn on the 

O i fnr such portions of the total sum of each warrant as may be due to each person, which cheque 
• .nfPrsiffned by the Accountant-general before it is paid at the Bank. 

IS counici fe received on account of the revenue are lodged daily to the credit of the Postmastev- 
aeneral in separate lodgments, so that each sum entered in the bank-book corresponds with the 

“s^’S^pa'yments w\hrseveral establishments of the Post-office are, for the sake of reference, 
entered in detail in the cash-book, and not in bulk as formerly- 
Dublin i8 April 1836. JoAb Atkin son, Receiver-general. 



Accountaht-geneual’s Office. 



Is addition to the duties hitherto performed in this office, the following improvements and altera- 
tion's have been carried into effect since 5th January 1831 ; viz — The examination of the bye and 
crossroad vouchers of 322 towns; also making out a list of surcharges or differences existing 
between the country Postmasters, and furnishing lists of the same, transferred to this department 
ffom the Dead Letter Office: also the examination of tlie general bills and vouchers, by the 
consolidation of the Letter BUI Office with this office : the examination of the monthly accounts 
connected with 144 sub-offices and 210 penny posts, thus making the Accountant’s Office the 
sole office of charge ; the making out an account quarterly of allowances for salaries and riding 
work to Deputy Postmasters, transferred from the Secretary’s Office ; calculating the instalments 
Quarterly on the revenue of the different post-toivns, and calling on such Postmasters weekly as 
may not have remitted: making out an account of credits for ship-letters and incidental allow- 
ances to Deputy Postmasters, hitherto performed in the Secretan^’s Office : the examination 
of mail-guards' account of wages each quarter, for the purpose of placing same to the credit 
of the respective Postmasters : making out quarterly the following accounts, hitherto performed 
in other offices, viz. salaries and allowances to the Dublin-office, salaries to receiving-houses, 
toll duties to the trustees of mail-coach roads, account of superannuations and compensations: 
raakiDg out all returns relating to the accounts called for by Parliament, as part of the routine 
dudes of this office : making up and sending off quarterly all the forms of accounts and letter-bills, 
for the different Country, Sub and Penny Post-offices in Ireland: the countersigning and entering 
all drafts on the bank for each individual, for salary, mileage, tolls, pensions, &c,, by which means 
the former practice of leaving a large sura of money in the Receiver-general’s hands is prevented, as 
no credit for any payment whatsoever is given to him by the Accountant-general vritliout the money 
having been actually disbursed, and a legal discharge obtained for the same: making out an 
account weekly of all wages, *c. to carriers, porters, messengers, servants, &c. : checking the 
charges for postage daily on the Letter-carriers, Alphabet aud Paid Window : keeping accounts 
with the following towns, hitherto kept in the British Mail-office, viz. Manchester, Liverpool, Holy- 
head, Bath, Birmingham, Bangor, Chester, Bristol, Glasgow and Edinburgh ; and making out a 
monthly return of same for the information of the London aud Edinburgh Offices : tlie examina- 
tion of accounts connected with 12 Twopenny Posts, established in the vicinity^ of Dublin ; checking 
tlie charges on each Postmaster for newspapers taxed by them for containing written communi- 
cations : ■finally, making up and furnishing in detail ^quarterly abstracts of the whole of the charge 
and discharge, supported and vouched, for examination by the Audit Office in London. 



Accountant-general’s Office, Dublin 
15 April 1836. 






Anthony Lysler. 



Dead Letter Office. 

On the 6th July 1831 a new system of accounts was brought into operation in the Dead Letter 
Office, Dublin, by wliicli a perfect check was established on the claims for all re-directed letters, 
whether transmitted by cross-post or sent to Dublin. , . , 1 1 • 

In the previous system of accounts a form of check had been devised over the claims lor re- 
directed letters going by cross-post, but from those forms having been transmitted dmly they 
became, from their very great number, such an incongruous mass in tlie Dead Letter Office as to 
baffle any attempt at arrangement, and consequently they were wholly inoperative as a (ffieck on the 
claims in the quarterly accounts ; thus the chief security lay in the oath attached to the foot ot those 
accounts, veriiying that the claims therein were correct; whereas now the vouchers that accompany 
those letters are classified in the offices receiving them, according to their dates and towns, and 
being transmitted monthly instead of daily, become a perfect operative check, applicable to each 
individual letter of the tliousands passing through the country that form this head of credit ; and 
the credits given in this department amount to about 25,000 t. annually, composed too of small sums 
of postage, yet a single penny does not pass unless supported by its proper voucher. 

In JanuaiT 1834 an improvement was made in the Dead Letter Office, Dublin, in those fo^s of 
account that accompany the dead and refused lettere and taxed newsxtapers sent up for credit by the 
several Postmasters. In the form of account previously introduced there was but one money 
column, in which the amount of letters, . of newspapers that arrive taxed, . and of newspapers that 
the Deputy himself taxed for containing written communications, were whilst discriminat^^^ 
claimed for together in one sum. It was observed in the Dead Letter Office, _ Dublin, that this left 
open a door for fraud, as any PostmiBter might direct as many newsfiapers with writing in them for 
his own town as he pleased, tax them with heavy postage, and obtain credit for them in the Dead 
Letter Office, though he never accounted for the postage. To obviate this, the form of account 
alluded to is now divided into three branches, the first for letters, the second for newspapers that 
are charged by some other Postmaster, and the third for such newspapers for his own delivery as he 
himself has taxed with postage. Thus at the close of each month a small docket accompanies his 
debiting account, in which the amount of the third claim is entered, and which docket, when certi- 
fied in tlie Accountaut-general’s Office that the amount has been brought in diarge, becomes the 
voucher that the third claim in the dead letter account is correct, for otherwise a fraudulent Post- 
master might manufacture as many claims of this nature as he pleased without accounting for the 
postage ; indeed it was the detection of a fraud of this nature pracused by one of the Deputy 
Postmasters that caused the new system of accounts just mentioned to be devised m this omce. 

260. ^ A A -In 
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In March 1831 adopted the system of returning tile undelivered letters t„ .I 
had not previously been the practice in Ireland, wliicl, produces a revenim ''*5 

per annum 1 and I make no c|uestion that it acts beneficially on tlte revenue indirV Per 

las come mtliin ,»j own observation that letters have been released only throu J, 
would be returned to the writers With the reason, » refused,” marked on them ^ 1**31 they 

Another improvement was recently proposed from this office and adopted ihloh ■ . 

directed letters to Dublin, and pawing through it, shall bo tawed the full wn'vl, ’’ 1 '“‘ ‘h' re- 
master, who have their lists of postage before them, and theretore can perS Z, . ““"‘'7 ■‘“M- 
instead of its being done as theretofore by a clerk from the Dead Aer Office 
Inland Office to check tlie Deputies’ daiins for those letters, but who was ln«’ hUends tSe 
proper postages to charge, and whose mistakes, if it was by uudereharginrtheTeZ”''”''* ™ l'» 
much loss to the revenue. ’’ letters, involved so 

An improvement has been suggested from the Dead Letter Offinp n.iMir. v i. . 
be immediately adopted witli respect to tile letters from the uLed Suies’m 'Z’'‘'’“l'‘' “ 
teach the Dead Letter Office, Dublin. As frequent applications areinnSo* “flat Ihev 

old dates written in the States, which are said m contain written ordersZ'Z 1 r“'" "‘'rcAer 

of money free passages out, and such like, the new .rraZr”nt prop™, ■"”» 

ingcad of being returned to London, as has been die prfctice sZin^n™ 

Office in a separate alphabet, by which means the letters shall W on the sSt wM “"W*" 

aSant^r.rre“ r 

pm|?SchT,d,?keepi;r/u 

from this office, from July quarter 1831 to the nresent time • flie frtT \ -Accountant-general 



Dead Letter Office, Dublin,! 
5 April 1836. j 



'Aoherl Morgan. 



Inland Office. 

The registration of double letters discontinued 

The consolidation ofthe Inland, British Mail, Penny Post and AlDhflhArnffifv^g .» i • . 

under the immediate care and manaeement nf thf. nrA««t «■ placing them 

three Vice-Presidents. The Pr?S bes d„ President, assisted by 

and despatch of tlie different mails. The Vice-Presidents to^aSenrf 

IZTnMf ““I X-ellermarriers. department plaeSTs^l^^rt^rffi^^^ 

the senior officers on the Coiolidated Es to a certain number (eight) of 

the Act 4 & 5 Will. 4 c. Establishment. Subsequently those privileges annulled by 

“-^iviaiens remodelled ..d 

“ct;si7:r„r,?^^ 

their conjoined services to be made available fnr th a ,?®"”y*P°®t Letter-carriers, thereby enabling 
fully arranged and well-digeateTlr » 7 efw tb » ^ »' ‘“te*** »« a car,- 

deliveiT districts into which thp bna r, ^ ' r -V f corresponding revision of the several walks or 
space of tine. ‘‘‘''“‘'‘‘i » “> the given object in the shortest 

fhe city done aw^y w , ®nnfS^ Penny-post Receiving-houses through 

on a judicious 7^ 30 , the latter being considered, 

at large, for all desoriptibn of letters. experience), fully adequate to the public wants 

the former foL^d t"o bTuCcl^Sv reduced from six to four deliveries each day; 

caiTiers employed on thoL ocSSZ '’>■ ““ employment to the Letter- 

country the ^me This from the interior on Sundays forwarded to the 

Staging S originally to letters for England only, 

performed, the former by Mefseneerr^the^Iai^ mail bags (formerly the work of junior clerks), now 
The mode of briiuri^I th! !! ^ ’ the latter by Letter-carriers and Mail-guards. 

carriers, established mi aVew svs'te^^M 

general. ^ ^ ^ subsequent repayment thereof, to the Eeceiver- 

Advantage^'is taken ^f to the most perfect degree of regularity in point of time, 

the public forrespondence to and f^ tlSt'vUlie! Kingstown, also 

paid over to ihe^credlrofthe “®”’®P^PC>‘s no Ipnger official emoluments ; all are now impounded an 
The internal arramrements of Se time for receiving them from the public much extended, 

all its minor details “moS esneciSl v^df/^^“ f on a strict system of discipline and punctuality to 
presiding authority to be denn^wl attendance of the officers ; never suffered by the 

footed f!r. antiiiL to /jErS So"! °"'y 

its present number of thfrty-two officers effective strength of the office has been to 

Inland Office, 6 April i8-i6 t . 

‘ John Burro'wes, Superintending President, 
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vE Return of the Amount of Balamces in the hands of the Deputy Postm asters of Ireland on the 5th January 1829, 13S0, 1831 
^ d showin", in separate Columns, the Amount of Instalments of Postage which each Postmaster should have remitted at each respeciivt 
pcriod''3"‘^ Number of Instalments due by each Deputy Postmaster respectively, on 5ih January 1829, 1830, 1831 and 1836. 



v-jc— The Postmasters remit Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly or Quarterly; those remitting Weekly, the Instalments are marked with the letter a 
Fortnightly with the letter/; Monthly, with the letter m ; Quarterly, with the letter q ; and such as only remit their Balance, arc marked Iiol. 



■ 


5 January 1829. 


5 January 1830. 


5 January 1831. 




5 January 1836, 


TOffNS. 
















No. 








t 


No. 
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ments. 




Balances. 
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General Post Office, Dublin,! 
6 May 1336 . J 



■Anthony lister. 



-( 6 .)- 



RETURN of the Amount of the Gross Revenue of the Post Oipice of England, Ireland and 
Scotland, for the Yeare ending 5 January 1831 and 1836. 





YEARS ENDING 5ia JANUARY 




1831'. 


1836. 


England - • - . . 

Iheland - . . . . 

Scotland - . . . _ 

Total - - . 


£. s. d. 

1 1850,803 7 6| 
247>7ll 19 10 
202,917 3 7J 


£. s. d- 

1,898,469 19 8 J 
245,664 10 3 
209,206 10 4^ 


a, 301,438 11 -J 


2,353,341 - 4 



General Post OlSce, \ 
13 April 1836. / 



C. T. Court, 

Accountant-general. 
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RETURNS RELATING TO THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, IRELAND. 
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-( 7 .) — 

A RETURN of the Post Towks in Ireland, of which the Postmasters were dismissed as 
Defaulters during the Years 1831, 1832, 1833, 1834 and 1835 ; distinguishing those dismissed 
in each Year, with the Names of the Parties dismissed. 



POSTMAS'i'EHS. 



1833: 



1831 ; 



POSTMASTERS. 



Arklow - 
Ballyhaunis 
Castledawson 
CoiloQ - 

Caslicarrigan 
Clifden - 

Daogan - 
Ennistimon 
Frankford - 
Frenchpark 
Fethard (W.) 

Johnstown - - - 

Kilconnell - 
Newtown Mount Ken* 
nedy. 

Pallas Green 
Rathdrum - 
Tulla 

1832 : 

Ballymena - 
Bandon - 
Macroom - 



Charles Stern. 

James Staunton. 
William Heney. 
Patrick Donel'lan. 
John Mulvey. 

J. Corbet. 

James Fahy. 

W. C. O’Brien. 
George Drought. 
Martha Magan. 
Robert Jackson. 
Timothy Dwyer. 
John White. 

Robert Roe. 

Elizabeth M'Mahon. 
RIary Leahy. 

Ann Woods. 



Samuel M‘Master. 
George Eddington. 
John Crowe. 



Atblone - - - 

Caliir - . . 

Dungiven 

Frankford - - ' - 

Keils 

Newtown Mount Ken- 
nedy. 



1834: 
Ballibay - 
Maryborough 
Mountmellick - 
Monastereven - 
Thomastown 



1835; 

Arthurstown 
CJoughnakilty - 
MohiJl 
Taghmon - ■ 



Joseph Fallon. 
John O’Farrell. 
Patrick Mullins. 
James half. 
John Sloan. 
Heary Cassidy. 



Elizabeth Henderson. 
Ellen Piisworth. 
Thomas Pye. 

Michael Wilson. 
Edward Cronyn. 



Charles Fairweather. 
Thomas Bennett. 
Edward Holton. 
John Ennis. 



General Post Office, Dublin,'! 

5 April 1836. / Godht,. 



-( 8 .)- 

RETURN showing the Names or Description of all Books, Papers and Vouchees, belonglnr 
to the Post Office in Dublin, Sold by Auction, or otherwise Disposed of, in the Year 1831 • 
distineuishing the Number of Books from the Vouchers, specifying whether Sold by Weight,’ 
or otherwise; to whom Sold; the Amount produced, and by whose Authority the same were 
disposed of. 



Accountant-general and Letter Bill Office. 

The Papers consisted of Letter Bills to and from Dublin and the several Post Towns in Ireland • 
Bye Letter Accounts, or Vouchers; General Letter Accounts, or Vouchers; Daily Inland Office 
Slips. 

The Books consisted of Monthly Voucher Books, of Entries of Unpaid and Paid Letters; 
Registry Books of Double Letters; Journal Books, and old Letter Books; a great quantity of 
similar useless books remain in the office. 

No account was kept of tlie number of Vouchers or Books, and none were disposed of which 
could be of any use, or likely to be required for reference; and, as was the usual practice, the 
Letter Bills for one year preceding, and the Vouchers for two years preceding, were retained. 

They were sold to Mr. Tallon, Paper-merchant, Little Britain-street, by weight, and produced 
£.42. ii«. Qd., and with the sanction of. long custom and the knowledge of the Secretary. 

The proceeds of Waste-paper since August 1834, are paid into the Revenue, annually, by order 
of the PostmiBter.general. 

General Post Office, Dublin,"! 

18 April 1836. / Mcuon. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





l6 RETaHNS RELATING TO THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, IRELAND. 



Dead Letter Office. 

Sales of the Waste-paper of the Dead r,etter Office were made in the year 1831, as well as in 
every year previous 10 it, and every year subsequently ; but no Book, Voucher or Account formed 
any part of those papers; the amount of these Bales averages upwards of £.4.0 annually; and up 
to August 1834, the amount always belonged to the head of the office, as his perquisite. yi<ie 
i8th Report of the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry, page 153; and iCjth Report, page 203- 
besides, this perquisite was always stated to exist In the several returns from this office, that were 
called for at various periods by the Lords of the Treasury. 

Since August 1834, the proceeds of the Waste-paper of diis office is paid by order of his lord- 
ship, the Postmaster-general, to the account of the Public Revenue ; and the amoimt for the 
year ending August 1 835 paid to the Receiver-general was £. 42. lo-s. 7 d. 

The Sales of the Waste-paper of this office are rendered necessary to prevent the too great accu- 
mulation of them ; and the authority for them, is “ long custom,” and the sanction of the Secretary • 
these papers are sold by weight ; and Mr. Thomas Liddy, paper-manufacturer, of Upper Ormond 
Quay, is the person who buys them. 

All the Registrations of Property Letters and all the other books of the Dead Letter Office are 
perfect, and are preserved in the office. 

15 April 1836. Robeii Morgim. 
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RETURN 



THE (lENEEAL POST OFFICE. 
IRELAND. 



(Mr. Wallace.) 
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